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From previous research and policy analysis, it is apparent that the state of research and
theory on how social policies related to family life in many societies reflect and reinforce the
gender structure.

Feminist theories of social policy explain how gender ideologies and inequalities
influence the policy-making process and policy implementation. Many theories have come to
explain dominant gender paradigms of policy and how they have shaped family members'
abilities to utilize and benefit from social provisions. In many countries (including Taiwan)
family policies reinforce the gender structure largely through legislation that still assumes a
married male breadwinner/female caregiver family model.

Here are some of paradigms which show how gendered assumptions of family life
embedded in social policies limit our political abilities to help family members balance their
care and paid work responsibilities. Many researches already highlight how policies
perpetuate the gender structure by not accounting for women's and men's overall different
socioeconomic and political positions, especially as they intersect with class. It seems that
gender neutrality is a policy problem that points to necessary directions for future research by
gender scholars, particularly empirical and theoretical work on the gendered and

heteronormative effects of social policies.

1/2



Questions:

1. Feminist theories of social policy attend to address that how ideologies, discourses, and the
gender structure influence the policy-making process, use of policies, and policy outcomes
(Orloff & Palier, 2009). Please elaborate the contents of feminist theories and discuss the
main social-cultural context by giving a social policy ° (25%)

2. Policies, especially those governing family, are therefore a primary "gender factory"
(Berk,1985) that (re)produces gender in modern social life (Ridgeway, 2011; Risman,

1998) - Feminist scholars of the welfare state have theorized how gendered policy regimes
shape outcomes of social provision, including who can make demands on the state to increase
their power, opportunity, and autonomy (O'Connor, Orloff, & Shaver, 1999). Three primary
gendered policy regimes that have shaped family policy in the United States are: the
patriarchal paradigm, the individual responsibility paradigm, and the social responsibility
paradigm (Randles, 2018) < Would you interpret what they are and have you seen how they
shape Taiwan family policy as well?(25%)

ERIHFE © Randles, J. (2018) - Gender, family and social policy. In Barbara J. Risman,
Carissa M. Froyum, William J. Scarborough (eds) © Handbook of the Sociology of Gender
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