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Il ~ Please paraphrase the following passages and elaborate on this perspective of the
evidence-based social policy in terms of a specified social welfare field you are
familiar with. (50%)

“There has been a growing movement toward the use of evidence-based
policy, or public policy that directs funding toward programs or practices that
have evidence of achieving outcomes. Evidence-based policy, a concept
borrowed from the health sciences, involves integrating the best scientific
knowledge, clinical experience, and input from clients in order to choose the
best course of action for addressing a problem. A benefit of this increased
emphasis on evidence-based policy is the integration of research evidence in
program funding and implementation, but one challenge for the field will be
delivering on the anticipated improved outcomes through the use of
evidence-based programs.

The investment in evidence-based policy is an exciting trajectory for social
policy, full of potential for improving outcomes for children and families. If
we want to see this investment pay off, though, we need to make sure to put
in the hard work it takes to implement and scale up evidence-based programs.
Our work on current evidence-based initiatives has highlighted what this
entails. First, intervention or prevention programs must be designed from the
start to be implemented at scale, requiring more regular feedback between
developers, program administrators, and potential future clients of the
program. Second, both reporting more detailed information on
implementation during the trial and documenting necessary elements for
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implementation when replicating the program are essential. Finally, the field,
including research, policy, and practice, needs to think critically about the
roles and responsibilities of all of the stakeholders in the system and what
supports or infrastructure are necessary for scaling and dissemination.

(excerpted from Supplee, L. H., & Metz, A. (2015).
Opportunities and challenges in evidence-based social
policy. Social Policy Report 28 (4), 1-11.)
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